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1. Fabric Pricing Model
Microsoft Fabric uses a capacity-based pricing model where you pay for reserved compute units that can be used across all Fabric workloads.
1.1 Capacity Units (CUs)
	SKU
	CUs
	Approx Monthly
	Use Case

	F2
	2
	~$260
	Dev/Test

	F8
	8
	~$1,040
	Small workloads

	F64
	64
	~$8,300
	Production

	F128
	128
	~$16,600
	Large enterprise



1.2 Cost Components
1. Compute: Capacity units for processing
1. Storage: OneLake storage (pay per GB)
1. Egress: Data transfer out of Azure
1. Premium features: Copilot, advanced AI


2. Cost Optimization Strategies
2.1 Capacity Management
1. Right-size capacity for workload
1. Use auto-pause for dev/test workspaces
1. Schedule capacity scaling for peak times
1. Monitor utilization to avoid over-provisioning
1. Consider reserved capacity for discounts
2.2 Storage Optimization
1. Implement data lifecycle policies
1. Archive cold data to cheaper storage
1. Use Delta VACUUM to remove old versions
1. Compress data appropriately
1. Delete unused tables and files
2.3 Compute Optimization
1. Optimize Spark jobs (fewer shuffles)
1. Use efficient file formats (Parquet/Delta)
1. Schedule heavy workloads off-peak
1. Terminate idle Spark sessions
1. Use aggregation tables to reduce queries


3. Cost Monitoring
3.1 Metrics to Track
1. Daily/weekly capacity utilization
1. Storage growth trends
1. Cost per workload/domain
1. Burst vs sustained usage
1. Cost per query/pipeline
3.2 Cost Allocation
1. Tag workspaces by department/project
1. Use capacity metrics for chargeback
1. Report costs by business domain
1. Track cost vs budget regularly


4. Best Practices
4.1 Cost Control Checklist
1. ☐ Capacity right-sized for workload
1. ☐ Auto-pause enabled for non-prod
1. ☐ Storage lifecycle policies in place
1. ☐ Unused resources cleaned up
1. ☐ Cost monitoring dashboard active
1. ☐ Budget alerts configured
4.2 Governance
1. Establish capacity provisioning process
1. Review costs monthly with stakeholders
1. Set spending limits per workspace
1. Document cost allocation model
1. Train teams on cost-conscious development
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